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Livestock within SAFBIN project - goat feeding in project areas in 

Nepal – Christina Gerl 

 

Short introduction  

Christina Gerl is 26 

years old and lives in 

Vienna. After finishing 

her bachelor in 

equine sciences at 

the University of 

Veterinary Medicine, 

Vienna, she is now enrolled in livestock 

sciences at BOKU University of Natural 

Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna. 

All around the world she has worked with 

horses and in animal assisted therapy. 

Through the therapy - and of course her 

studies- she started to learn a lot about small 

ruminants, especially goats. She was very 

excited to hear about the possibility to do 

research within the SAF-BIN project and to 

have been given the opportunity to visit such 

an interesting country as Nepal. 

 Research Topic 

The topics of Christina’s research is feeding 

strategies of Nepalese goat farmers. More 

specifically farmers keeping goats in SAFBIN 

project locations. She will determine which 

fodder plants are available, how they are 

cultivated, what their nutritional values are and 

of which feeding management are applied. 

Her database will be 30 farmer interviews and 

visits to Nepalese goat research institutions. 

Together with the farmers she will prepare 

feeding calendars and collect samples of the 

fodder plants used at farm level.  

Progress 

By June 2014 Christina has finished her data 

collection in the field. Fodder sample are 

currently being analyzed by NARC in 

Kathmandu, Nepal and she has returned to 

Vienna for data analysis and write-up of her 

master thesis. 

Link to SAFBIN-project 

The research done by Christina will add a 

livestock component to the ongoing SAF-BIN 

project activities in Nepal and broaden the 

knowledge base on goat breeding in the 

region. 

Supervision 

BOKU University 

Prof. Dipl.-Ing. Dr. Werner Zollitsch (Senior Scientist, 

Lecturer at the Division of Livestock Sciences) 

PD
in
. Dipl. Ing

in
. Dr

in
. Maria Wurzinger (Senior Scientist, 

Lecturer at the Division of Livestock Sciences, Co-director 

Center for Development Research) 

Dipl. Ing
in
. Dr

in
. Romana Roschinsky (post-doctoral 

researcher at the Center for Development Research, 

BOKU University) 

SAFBIN Project staff 

Manindra Malla (Head of Program Desk at CARITAS 

Nepal; Program Manager of SAFBIN project) 

Chintan Manandhar (Research Officer of SAFBIN project 

CARITAS Nepal) 



 BOKU students within SAFBIN project: Christina Gerl      

2 

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication reflects the views only of Caritas Austria 

and its partners and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein. 

 

 

 

This text is a publication of the EU funded project:  

 

Building Resilience to Climate Change through 

Strengthening Adaptive Small Scale farming system in 

Rain fed Areas in Bangladesh, India and Nepal (SAF-

BIN) 

 

For more information visit: 

http://www.safbin.org/ 

 
 

 

 


